
IN NOMINE JESU 

 
CONSISTENCY AND STABILITY IN THE WORD 

 
Grace be unto you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

  Hear the selected theme text for this first day of 2014, the eighth day of 

Christmas, and the day the Church celebrates the minor feast of the Circumcision of our 

Lord: 

בְדְ    י׃סֵרִָּֽֽ חְְתָֽ ְְמֹךָ ב ן־אֲמָֽת ֶ֑ךָ פִִּ֝ת ַּ֗אִָּֽֽנָָּֽ֣ה יְהוָֽה֮ כִּֽי־אֲנִ֪י ע ַ֫בְד ֶּ֥ךָ אֲֽנִי־ע ַ֭
 

 
I, O YHWH, thus—I (am) Your servant; I (am) Your servant, Son of Your 

maidservant; my bonds for me You have loosed. 
 

In the Church, on this first day of the New Year, we are free to give thanks 

that God has loosed us from the bonds of sin, death, and hell. We can do so on account of 

the consistency and stability of the Word of God which we hear so regularly. For us, this 

morning, God’s Word as He assembled us together gave us comfort from hearing 

something old, something usual in the Church’s orders of service. That is namely, many 

of the words of the 116th Psalm.  Hear them again: 

 
־ת גְמוְֶֹּּ֥הִי עְִָָּֽֽֽי׃מִָּֽֽה־אָֽשֶּ֥יב ְ יהוֶָֽ֑ה   כְִָּֽֽ

What shall I render to the LORD for all his benefits to me? 
 

כֹס־יְשוּעֶֹּ֥ת א שֶָֽ֑א וּבְשֵׁ֖ם יְהוָָּֽ֣ה א קְרִָּֽֽא׃
 

I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 
 

דָֽר י ְ יהוָָּֽ֣ה אֲש לֶ֑ם  נ גְדָֽה־נִַָּּֽ֝֗א ְְכְָֽ־ע מִֹּֽ׃נְַ֭
 

I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 
 

דָֽר י ְ יהוָָּֽ֣ה אֲש לֶ֑ם נ גְדָֽה־נִַָּּֽ֝֗א ְְכְָֽ־ע מִּֽו ֹנְַ֭  

I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, 
 

ֹכֵכִ֤י יִּֽרוּשְִַָָּֽֽ֗ם ׃בְחְ צְרֹ֤ת׀ בֵי֤ת יְהוַָּֽ֗ה בִּֽת֘
1

 

in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem.2 
 

Those words are sung in about 1/3 of the Divine Services in this place. They 

serve as an Offertory. As such they are fine, and speak of that which God’s people bring 
                                                 

1 Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia: With Westminster Hebrew Morphology. 1996 (electronic ed.) (Ps 116:10–19). Stuttgart; Glenside PA: German Bible 

Society; Westminster Seminary. 
2 http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20116&version=ESV 
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into His Presence as a thanksgiving for all He does for them, for us, for you. But, as they 

are set in the hymnal, there are a couple of verses missing from their midst. They are: 

 

 ַָָָֽ֭קָֽר בְעֵינָּ֣י יְהוֶָֽ֑ה ה ִּ֝מַָּֽ֗וְתָֽה ְ חְֲסִידִָּֽֽיו׃י

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 
 

בְדְךָ ב ן־אֲ י׃מָֽת ֶ֑ךָ פִִּ֝ת ַּ֗חְְתָֽ ְְמֹסֵרִָּֽֽ אִָּֽֽנָָּֽ֣ה יְהוָֽה֮ כִּֽי־אֲנִ֪י ע ַ֫בְד ֶּ֥ךָ אֲֽנִי־ע ַ֭
 

O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the son of your 
maidservant. You have loosed my bonds. 

 
 

Those words are less familiar in the Church’s regular pattern of worship 

response to God. Perhaps they were left out because that particular order of Divine 

Service was written in the 1970s with a particular intent to play up our human roles in 

worship, and to deemphasize the truth that real Divine Worship begins and ends with 

God. Or, they may have been left out because singing about death in the Lord’s service 

may seem so negative, a bit depressing to people who, after all, it was maintained, come 

to Church to feel good about themselves.   

Yet, death in the Offertory song of the Church is fitting, as it comes right 

before the Sacrament in Christ’s Body and Blood which was put into effect by His death! 

It is Jesus’ death, foreshadowed in His shedding of first-blood in the, until then, eternal 

fight against sin, death and the devil, of which we sing. It is Jesus’ death, even as we 

rejoice in the image of the infant Son of God’s maidservant, Mary, that fulfills these 

words for us: 

I, O YHWH, thus—I (am) Your servant; I (am) Your servant, Son of Your 
maidservant; my bonds for me You have loosed. 

 
Jesus, in being placed under the Law in His circumcision, lived from then on 

the perfect human life. He never sinned Himself, though He was tempted. Jesus did not 

sin, even when He bore in His sinless Person the sins of the whole world, and that means 

your sins, all of them. He who was bound in sin, bore that sin into death and the grave. 
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There, the Father with the Spirit, loosed the bonds of the Son, and freed Him for the 

resurrection.  Our Psalm of the day declares: 

Gracious (is) YHWH, and righteous, and our Elohe (is) merciful.3 

God, for a time withheld His mercy and grace from His Son on account of the 

righteousness which needed to be fulfilled for you. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

which you received with the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, you too had your bonds loose. 

As the child of God’s maidservant, the Holy Christian Church on earth, you have 

received God’s mercy in the blood of Jesus. Perhaps in this New Year of our Lord, as the 

Praise Psalms continue, you will hold more dearly that which God does new for you each 

day, namely, rescue you from falling back into unrepentant sin, and from that into 

eternal separation from His grace. For that you may sing that which is not in our 

hymnals in the Offertory: 

 4.ה ְְְִּֽוּ־יִָּֽֽהּ׃ 

That ending to the Psalm is missing from that which we chant so regularly in 

this place: 

   4.ה ְְְִּֽוּ־יִָּֽֽהּ׃ 

The next time we sing that Offertory, perhaps you will remember to Praise 

the Lord because of that which He has done for you, namely showed you how precious 

your death is, and that He has loosed your bonds.  As you praise the Lord this day, by 

receiving His gifts, you are free then to reflect on this question: 

  What will this New Year bring? 

  Certainly bad things as well as good things will come. This Year of our Lord 

2014 certainly started with a bang—in more ways than one. From the fireworks at the 

Sydney Opera House, to the world’s tallest building in Dubai, to Times Square, to 

fireworks and guns going off in Catalina, people rang in the New Year. On the other 

                                                 
3
 Psalm 116:5. 
4
 (Hallelu Yah in Hebrew; translated to English as Praise the LORD.)  
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hand, two terrorist attacks in Volgograd Russia killed at least 30 people, and injured 

another 60 at the site where the Sochi Olympics are to be held. The Devil, death and their 

agents do not celebrate the joy of forgiveness, and love to be spoilers on holidays, even 

New Year’s days. That is why this verse was chosen for emphasis in the dawn of this 

new day of the New Year of our Lord: 

  I, O YHWH, thus—I (am) Your servant; I (am) Your servant, 
Son of Your maidservant; my bonds for me You have loosed. 

 
Whatever this New Year of our Lord may bring, you are free to cling to the 

words of this opening Psalm of the Year. Yes, you sing parts of it regularly. Yet, you are 

also free to make all its truths part of your confession throughout the year. That is so 

because, in the Jesus of the Scriptures, the Jesus who was placed under the Old Covenant 

Law by His own blood, that is the Jesus you confess to have done this for you: 

For You have delivered My soul from death, 
 My eyes from tears, 
  My feet from stumbling.4 
 

Thank God those are consistent and stable truths no matter what this New 

Year may bring into your, our, the Church’s and the world’s lives. In Christ, Who shed 

His blood for you, you have been delivered. In Christ, your repentant tears are taken 

away. In Christ, you have been saved from stumbling eternally back into sin. May those 

realities guide and guard you in this New Year, and grant you a continued Merry 

Christmas! 

The peace which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus 
 

The Circumcision of Our Lord (Lutheran Service Book one-year series)  
 

Psalm 116; Numbers 6:22-27; Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 2:21 
 

January 1, 2014 
 

Pastor Michael A. Morehouse 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 

                                                 
4
 Psalm 116:8. 


